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launch site operator, a launch operator 
must satisfy the requirements of this 
part and the public safety require-
ments of part 420 of this chapter. This 
subpart does not apply to licensed 
launches occurring from Federal 
launch ranges. 

§ 417.11 Continuing accuracy of li-
cense application; application for 
modification of license. 

(a) A launch operator must ensure 
the representations contained in its ap-
plication are accurate for the entire 
term of the license. A launch operator 
must conduct a licensed launch and 
carry out launch safety procedures in 
accordance with its application. 

(b) After the FAA issues a launch li-
cense, a launch operator must apply to 
the FAA for modification of a launch 
license if— 

(1) A launch operator proposes to 
conduct a launch or carry out a launch 
safety procedure or operation in a man-
ner that is not authorized by the li-
cense; or 

(2) Any representation contained in 
the license application that is material 
to public health and safety or safety of 
property would no longer be accurate 
and complete or would not reflect the 
launch operator’s procedures governing 
the actual conduct of a launch. A rep-
resentation is material to public health 
and safety or safety of property if it al-
ters or affects the launch operator’s 
launch plans or procedures, class of 
payload, orbital destination, type of 
launch vehicle, flight path, launch site, 
launch point, or any safety system, 
policy, procedure, requirement, cri-
teria or standard. 

(c) A launch operator must prepare 
and file an application to modify a 
launch license under part 413 of this 
chapter. The launch operator must 
identify any part of its license or li-
cense application that a proposed 
modification would change or affect. 

(d) The FAA reviews all approvals 
and determinations required by this 
chapter to determine whether they re-
main valid in light of a proposed modi-
fication. The FAA approves a modifica-
tion that satisfies the requirements of 
this part. 

(e) Upon approval of a modification, 
the FAA issues to a launch operator ei-

ther a written approval or a license 
order modifying the license if a stated 
term or condition of the license is 
changed, added or deleted. A written 
approval has the full force and effect of 
a license order and is part of the licens-
ing record. 

§ 417.13 Agreement with Federal 
launch range. 

Before conducting a licensed launch 
from a Federal launch range, a launch 
operator must— 

(a) Enter into an agreement with a 
Federal launch range to provide access 
to and use of U.S. Government prop-
erty and services required to support a 
licensed launch from the facility and 
for public safety related operations and 
support. The agreement must be in ef-
fect for the conduct of any licensed 
launch; and 

(b) Comply with any requirements of 
the agreement with the Federal launch 
range that may affect public safety and 
safety of property during the conduct 
of a licensed launch, including flight 
safety procedures and requirements. 

§ 417.15 Records. 
(a) A launch operator must maintain 

all records necessary to verify that it 
conducts licensed launches according 
to representations contained in the li-
censee’s application. A launch operator 
must retain records for three years 
after completion of all launches con-
ducted under the license. 

(b) If a launch accident or launch in-
cident occurs, as defined by § 405.1 of 
this chapter, a launch operator must 
preserve all records related to the 
event until completion of any Federal 
investigation and the FAA advises the 
licensee not to retain the records. The 
launch operator must make available 
to Federal officials for inspection and 
copying all records that these regula-
tions require the launch operator to 
maintain. 

§ 417.17 Launch reporting require-
ments and launch specific updates. 

(a) General. A launch operator must 
satisfy the launch reporting require-
ments and launch specific updates re-
quired by this section and by the terms 
of the launch operator’s license. A 
launch operator must file any change 
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to the information in the license appli-
cation, not identified by this section, 
with the FAA as a request for license 
modification as required by § 417.11. 

(b) Launch reporting requirements for a 
launch from a Federal launch range or a 
non-Federal launch site—(1) Launch 
schedule and point of contact. For each 
launch, a launch operator must file a 
launch schedule that identifies each re-
view, rehearsal, and safety critical 
launch processing. A launch operator 
must file a point of contact for the 
schedule. The launch schedule must be 
filed and updated in time to allow FAA 
personnel to participate in the reviews, 
rehearsals, and safety critical launch 
processing. 

(2) Sixty-day report. Not later than 60 
days before each flight conducted 
under a launch operator license, a 
launch operator must provide the FAA 
the following launch-specific informa-
tion: 

(i) Payload information required by 
§ 415.59 of this chapter; and 

(ii) Flight information, including the 
launch vehicle, planned flight path, 
staging and impact locations, and any 
on-orbit activity of the launch vehicle, 
including each payload delivery point. 

(3) U.S. Space Command Launch Notifi-
cation. Not later than noon, EST, 15 
days before each licensed flight, a 
launch operator must file a completed 
Federal Aviation Administration/U.S. 
Space Command (FAA/USSPACECOM) 
Launch Notification Form (OMB No. 
2120–0608) with the FAA. 

(c) Launch specific updates for a 
launch from a non-Federal launch site. A 
launch operator must file a launch spe-
cific update, required by this part, and 
any required by the terms of the 
launch license, for every substantive 
change to the information outlined in 
this part. For each launch, a launch op-
erator must file the following launch 
specific updates: 

(1) Flight safety system test schedule. 
For each launch of a launch vehicle 
flown with a flight safety system, a 
launch operator must file an updated 
flight safety system test schedule and 
points of contact no later than six 
months before flight. A launch oper-
ator must immediately file any later 
change to ensure that the FAA has the 
most current data. 

(2) Launch plans. A launch operator 
must file any changes or additions to 
its launch plans required by § 417.111 to 
the FAA no later than 15 days before 
the associated activity is to take place. 
A launch operator must file the count-
down plan with the FAA no later than 
15 days before the countdown is to take 
place. If a change involves the addition 
of a new public hazard or the elimi-
nation of any control for a previously 
identified public hazard, a launch oper-
ator must request a license modifica-
tion under § 417.11. 

(3) Thirty-day flight safety analysis up-
date. A launch operator must file up-
dated flight safety analysis products, 
using previously approved methodolo-
gies, for each launch no later than 30 
days before flight. 

(i) The launch operator: 
(A) Must account for vehicle and mis-

sion specific input data; 
(B) May reference previously ap-

proved analysis products and data that 
are applicable to the launch or data 
that is applicable to a series of 
launches; 

(C) Must account for potential vari-
ations in input data that may affect 
any analysis product within the final 
30 days before flight; 

(D) Must file the analysis products 
using the same format and organiza-
tion used in its license application; and 

(E) May not change an analysis prod-
uct within the final 30 days before 
flight unless the launch operator iden-
tified a process for making a change in 
that period as part of the launch opera-
tor’s flight safety analysis process and 
the FAA approved the process by grant 
of a license to the launch operator. 

(ii) A launch operator need not file 
the 30-day analysis if the launch oper-
ator: 

(A) Demonstrates that the analysis 
filed during the license application 
process satisfies all the requirements 
of this subpart; and 

(B) Demonstrates the analysis does 
not need to be updated to account for 
launch specific factors. 

(4) Flight termination system qualifica-
tion test reports. For the launch of a 
launch vehicle flown with a flight safe-
ty system, a launch operator must file 
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all flight termination system qualifica-
tion test reports, or test report sum-
maries, as required by section E417.1(i) 
of appendix E of this part, with the 
FAA no later than six months before 
the first flight attempt . The summary 
must identify when and where the tests 
were performed and provide the results. 
Complete qualification test reports 
must be made available to the FAA 
upon request. 

(5) Flight termination system accept-
ance and age surveillance test report sum-
maries. For the launch of a launch vehi-
cle flown with a flight safety system, a 
launch operator must file a summary 
of the results of each flight termi-
nation system acceptance and age sur-
veillance test, or the complete test re-
port, as required by section E417.1(i) of 
appendix E of this part, no later than 
30 days before the first flight attempt 
for each launch . The summary must 
identify when and where the tests were 
performed and provide the results. 
Complete acceptance and age surveil-
lance test reports must be made avail-
able to the FAA upon request. 

(6) Command control system acceptance 
test reports. For the launch of a launch 
vehicle flown with a flight safety sys-
tem, a launch operator must file all 
command control system acceptance 
test reports, or test report summaries, 
as required by § 417.305(d), with the 
FAA no later than 30 days before the 
first flight attempt. The summary 
must identify when and where the tests 
were performed and provide the results. 
Complete acceptance test reports must 
be made available to the FAA upon re-
quest. 

(7) Ground safety analysis report up-
dates. A launch operator must file 
ground safety analysis report updates 
with the FAA as soon as the need for 
the change is identified and at least 30 
days before the associated activity 
takes place. A launch operator must 
file a license modification request with 
the FAA for each change that involves 
the addition of a hazard that can affect 
public safety or the elimination of a 
previously identified hazard control for 
a hazard that still exists. 

§ 417.19 Registration of space objects. 
(a) To assist the U.S. Government in 

implementing Article IV of the 1975 

Convention on Registration of Objects 
Launched into Outer Space, each 
launch operator must provide to the 
FAA the information required by para-
graph (b) of this section for all objects 
placed in space by a licensed launch, 
including a launch vehicle and any 
components, except: 

(1) Any object owned and registered 
by the U.S. Government; and 

(2) Any object owned by a foreign en-
tity. 

(b) For each object that must be reg-
istered in accordance with this section, 
not later than 30 days following the 
conduct of a licensed launch, an oper-
ator must file the following informa-
tion: 

(1) The international designator of 
the space object(s); 

(2) Date and location of launch; 
(3) General function of the space ob-

ject; and 
(4) Final orbital parameters, includ-

ing: 
(i) Nodal period; 
(ii) Inclination; 
(iii) Apogee; and 
(iv) Perigee. 

§ 417.21 Financial responsibility re-
quirements. 

A launch operator must comply with 
financial responsibility requirements 
as required by part 440 of this chapter 
and as specified in a license or license 
order. 

§ 417.23 Compliance monitoring. 

(a) A launch operator must allow ac-
cess by, and cooperate with, Federal of-
ficers or employees or other individ-
uals authorized by the FAA to observe 
any of its activities, or of its contrac-
tors or subcontractors, associated with 
the conduct of a licensed launch. 

(b) For each licensed launch, a 
launch operator must provide the FAA 
with a console for monitoring the 
progress of the countdown and commu-
nication on all channels of the count-
down communications network. A 
launch operator must also provide the 
FAA with the capability to commu-
nicate with the person designated by 
§ 417.103(b)(1). 
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